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Our Fullness of Time and Our Acceptable Year

“But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son. . .”—Galatians 4:4 “. . . To
preach the acceptable year of the Lord”—Luke 4:19.

Each New Year is a gift of God’s mercy and grace, offering us new hope that we may come to the
fullness of times in the will of God for our lives. For this we need a fresh visitation of the Son of God. But
more than a visitation, we need a habitation, a personal incarnation of Christ. God’s Word says, “Unto
them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).

When Jesus first came, the time was right. It was the “fullness of time, the acceptable year of the
Lord” spoken of by the prophets. Is the acceptable year of the Lord long past? No! The prophets
announced the beginning of a new era, the dawning of the Gospel day. The Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians, chapter one, that we may have an inheritance in the dispensation of the fullness of times,
that we, too, may be to the praise of His glory. Fulfilled prophecies span years of history, but they also
span the history of our personal lives. Prophecies inspire us to believe for the unfolding of God's plan for
us. In the expectant spirit of messianic prophecy, we wait for the fullness of God’s will in this coming
New Year. We have hope in Christ!

As Jesus came proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord, He brought a new day: the Gospel Day
of grace that would never end (Isa. 61:2, Luke 4:19). He banished the long winter of sin and death and
gave us an eternal springtime of hope for repentant souls! His light dispelled sin’s darkness and brought
the dawn of redeeming grace! It was, and is, the fullness of time!

God said, “Behold | will do a new thing” (Isa. 43:19). Jesus said, “I make all things new” (Rev. 21:5).
In Christ we are new creatures with new names and new hearts! We live by a new covenant and walk in
newness of life with a renewed mind and a fresh new fullness of joy (Gal. 4:4-7). To make this year a
“new” year for the soul we must ask some hard questions. Will last year’s prayer life and passion meet
the New Year's challenges? Will last year's commitment be sufficient? Is our faith strong enough? Are
our habits of reading, witnessing and serving adequate for this present age? Are our families and
marriages fortified for the New Year? Will last year's behavior at school or in the work place be
acceptable? Are we crying out in prayer, “Come, Emmanuel, thou long expected Jesus; bring us to our
finest hour”? Will this be the acceptable year of the Lord in our lives?

We don’'t know what this year may bring. Our nation is at war for its own soul. We are under the
testing and judgment of radical terrorism, war, violent crime, the breakdown of the home, and the loss of
moral fiber. But through Christ our spiritual lives can brighten, strengthen, and flourish! By God’s grace,
you can come to the fullness of your time! This can be the acceptable year of the Lord in your life!
Your desire, commitment, desperation in prayer and sincerity in repentance will determine it. May the
fire burn hot in your heart, and may you seek the Lord while He may be found that this may indeed be
the fullness of your times. May your joy be full and your life blessed. Come, Lord Jesus, You are
welcome in 2007, the year of our Lord!
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